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The comic book “Trojan Bear” is inspired by adventure, science, history and 
myth. It’s mission is making the reader travel to the Arctic through the eyes of 
characters that recreate the world of scientific research in an attempt to create 
awareness about the importance of their studies on climate change.

Cassandra was a priestess of Apollo. She and the god made a deal: her uncon-
ditional love in exchange for the gift of prophecy. However, when she finally 
gained access to the secrets of divination, she rejected Apollo. Because of this 
betrayal, the god cursed her by spitting in her mouth. “Retain the gift of prophecy, 
but no one will ever believe in your predictions” he cursed.

Just like Cassandra tried repeatedly to warn the Trojans about the destruction 
of Troy, scientists do not cease in their efforts to warn us about the consequences 
of climate change...
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TROY, 1300 B.C. APOLLO FALLS IN LOVE WITH CASSANDRA, THE  MOST BEAUTIFUL DAUGHTER OF THE TROJAN KING.        HE GRANTS HER THE GIFT OF PROPHECY IN EXCHANGE FOR HER LOVE. BUT CASSANDRA DOES NOT RETURN HIS LOVE. 

FURIOUS, APOLLO PLACES A CURSE ON CASSANDRA SO THAT NO ONE WILL EVER BELIEVE IN HER PREDICTIONS.       SOME TIME LATER, CASSANDRA FORESEES THAT A GIFT FROM THE GREEKS WILL BRING ABOUT THE FALL 

OF TROY. BUT TO HER DESPAIR, NO ONE BELIEVES HER. AS CASSANDRA HAD PREDICTED, THE GREEK GIFT COMES         IN THE FORM OF A GIANT HORSE. TROY IS A VICTIM OF  GREEK DECEPTION … AND BURNS TO ASHES…
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“No  man  has  ever  stood  at  t h e  
s pot  s o  d iamet r ically  oppos ed  to  

t h e  object  of  h is  r eal  des ir es.  
S ince ch ildhood  I  have  always  dr eamed  

of r each ing  t h e  Nort h  Pole  an d  now 
 I stan d  at  t h e  S ou t h  Pole.  Can an yon e 
imagin e  s omet h ing  s o  con t rad ictory ? “

R oald  Amu n ds en
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Is it faR from here?

How did 
you Find 

this...thing?

Welcome to the 
Arctic Professor, 
How was flight?

Hunting nanoq*. 
We have never 
seen anything 

like it...

Not far...

It is not Inuit... It is 
something from another 

time, long ago...

too long... I’m 
glad it’s over.

It was summer 2012. I had flown long hours 
to reach the barren lands of the Arctic 

Circle to study what had been described to 
me as “an outstanding discovery”

*Polar bear

huhh. . . All t h is 
business is 

surrounded by 
myst ery. . . I was 
never properly 
informed about 

what exactly I had 
come to do here. . .
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There you have it. The 
archaeological team 
work tirelessly to 

remove the ice.

As an Ancient Greek historian the Arctic 
wasn’t my natural habitat by far.. . I was really 
puzzled about the reason for my journey.. .

The Inuit have a very cautious 
culture. They respect and fear 

nature for it has been their 
way of life for centuries.. . The 
Inuit Ilasiaq’s words only made 

me even more curious.. .

*Angakkuq: Inuit shaman

The elders think it is bad 
omen... The angakkuq* says it is 
message of nature because we 

are disturbing animals and Gods 
Sedna, P inga, Nanuk.. . We Inuit are 

very upset, Professor...



- 10 -

Well, yes.. . But 
what does that 

have to do with.. .

Seems like a hut 
to me. Are wooden 
huts so uncommon 

here? What can this 
have to do with me?

Hi, I’m 
Professor 

Bearson. 
Tom Bearson.

As I approached the excavation I was able to 
make out some sort of wooden structure.. .

See any trees 
around? Wood is a 
rare luxury round 

here. And I assure you 
it has a great deal to 
do with you, my friend!

Dr. Alexander 
Nemov.

Why, I 
know! We 

talked on 
the phone...

Come, let me show you 
the reason I summoned 

you all the way here. 
I think you’re in for a 
big surprise! You’re an 

expert in Ancient Greek 
scripts aren’t you?
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Oh my 
goodness! 

It can’t be...

You’ve called 
the right guy...

So then you will 
be able to help 

us decipher these 
carvings... 

I’m baffled! This is.. . 
strange.. . fantastic! 

But.. . Why? Why is this 
lying around here? I’ve 

never seen anything 
like it.. . Wow! This is 

really surprising Dr. 
Nemov... Ancient Greek 
history in the Arctic!

You now understand why I 
need you here Dr. Bearson?

Let’s get you back to 
the station to unpack and 

rest. You must be tired 
from your journey...
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Welcome to our 
humble base lodge. 

It’s not much, but it ’s 
nice and warm. Now, how 

about a nice hot cup 
a’ tea to regain our 

senses, Dr. Bearson?

What is do you do out 
here Dr. Nemov?

Please, it’s 
Tom. That 
would be 
very nice, 
thank you.

So tell me Alex, 
What is your 

theory about 
this... thing?

Dr. Nemov and I walked back to the 
research station. I was very excited now 

I knew the reason for my journey.. .

I study the variations in temperature 
and ice thickness year by year. In other 
words, how climate change affects the 
Arctic. And by all means, call me Alex.
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Well you 
see Tom, I 
haven’t the 

faintest 
idea.. .

I see... Say Alex, 
have you read any 

of my books? Have I? I’ve 
read everything 

you’ve ever 
written. I’m a 
great fan of 

Ancient Greece 
and your work. 

Thanks, you’re very kind! THEN YOU 
UNDERSTAND THAT One thing’s for sure: 
Those carvings are in Ancient Greek 

alright, but some lesser known alphabet...

This is the 
weirdest 

thing I ever 
encountered. I 
need to get to 
work at once!

What are 
you doing?

But it ’s not a 
coincidence we 
found it now. 

This region 
is specially 
affected by 

global warming.. .
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There’s no 
night in this 
part of the 

world during 
this season. 
The midnight 

sun observed 
my every move.

Who knows 
how long I was 
concentrated 

on my research.. . 
I had arrived at 
the strangest 

of conclusions 
about the script 
on the wooden 

structure.. .

I then walked back to the excavation to confirm my 
thoughts and to do some field-work. Slowly, the wooden 

structure was revealing itself. More and more inscriptions 
were appearing from under the ice.. . There The Inuit team 

were at work in the freezing temperature.. .

what’s your theory 
about all this, Ilasiaq?

the elders say 
we have bothered 

nature.. . This is 
message from Gods... 

Can be warning.. .

Maybe your right, Ilasiaq. 
Maybe your right...
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. . .seems to be 
a very unknown 

alphabet 
mentioned 

only in myths 
and legends 

before 1000 BC. 
The script of 

Mount Olympus 
they called it. 
The script of 

the Gods...

I took samples back to the 
research station and shared 
my discovery with Dr. Nemov...

A message from the Gods... . . .That was precisely what I wanted to 
confirm myself: this strange script.. .

What you’re saying is 
fascinating! A mysterious 

script of the Gods you say? 
And you date the carvings to 

around 1 .000 BC, more than 
3.000 years ago?



- 16 -

Do you know how 
Dushka, the rubber 

duck you’ve seen lying 
around, got here? It’s 

a fascinating story! 

That’s right. I still have 
much to confirm but I can 
tell you this “thing” is a 

one of a kind discovery....

I’ve progressed in my own research 
and you’re just going to love this, 

Tom! You see, I studied the Ice core I 
took from the dig by the structure...

So my hypothesis fits in nicely! 
Now, how on Earth did it get 

trapped in the ice all the way up 
here? That’s the mystery... The 

structure wasn’t made here. The 
wood seems to be some kind of 

Mediterranean pine tree...

It could have 
come from the 

simplest way:

...Ice cores are samples of ice that we use to study the climate of the region in past years by 
looking at it’s different layers, like sediment layers or the rings of a tree. The one I took from 

the site told us that the wooden structure was trapped in the ice around 3.300 years ago!
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This one was 
adrift for 20 
years till it 

arrived on these 
shores... You 

know where I’m 
heading, right?

In 1 .992 a cargo ship spilled 29.000 
rubber ducks into the Pacific Ocean 

during a storm. These ducks have ever 
since traveled around the world 

carried by the oceanic currents and have 
landed on every continent, years apart.. .

Just like 
dushka, I 

believe the 
structure came 

by sea, Tom...

...It was made somewhere 
on the Mediterranean, then 
it floated all the way here. 

3.300 years ago the ice 
sheet grew and trapped the 
structure conserving it in a 

great state as you see...

 . . .It ’s been hidden 
all this time till 
now that global 
warming is taking 

its toll...
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Dr. Nemov’s theory seemed 
totally plausible.. . 

. . .To complete the puzzle 
I had to concentrate on 
the actual carvings. What 

could they tell us...? 

An exclusive alphabet of the Gods...

...Who wrote them and why?
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“Starves on a sandy beach” .. . “The flames 
of a new dawn” .. . “The currents will change 
course” .. . I was really getting somewhere.. .

Alpha, epsilon, pi... that spells...
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Morning! 

...I’ve been thinking 
about your theory...

I think the structure 
is meant to be a 

message that was 
deliberately sent 

out by sea..

Like a 
message in 
a bottle?

Huh?!

That’s right! And there’s more I’ve 
translated fragments that shed 

some light on the mystery. See, this 
Ancient Greek word spells TROY...



- 21 -

There are lots of 
words that are missing 
and others I’m unable 

to translate, but it 
seems like a prophecy 

of some kind...

A prophecy 
you say?

Yes, listen to this passage: “The flames 
of a new dawn will burn the land, will 

awake the river of rivers” ...

Hmm... 

What do you mean, alex?

You know, in a way it reminds me 
of my own research on climate 

change and Arctic Tipping Points...

Or this: “The waters will boil” ... ... “May 
our kind spare the fate of our world”...
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The flames... The river of rivers... water will rise...

. . .The waters will boil.. . I get your point!
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I didn’t know the Arctic was that important to the rest of the world!

Oh but it is, my friend. It ’s as if this warning was 
intended for this region and our time.. .

Give this a thought: I study the loss of permafrost resulting in 
the r ise of the sea level and massive release of methane into 

the atmosphere causing further warming.. .

You see! Another fact: If the temperature of the ocean rises 
the most fragile and important creatures in it, like krill, will die 
off. That would be a catastrophe, not only for this ecosystem... 

And even at this stage mankind can still prevent, or slowdown, 
the process. In a way, the world’s fate depends on our actions.
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Did you know 
the name Arctic 

comes from 
the Greek word 

ARKTOS? It 
means bear...

*Nanuk: Inuit deity. Master of polar bears.

This is Ilasiaq... 
Do you copy? 

The structure is 
free! You better 

come and see...

I copy. 
Great job! 
We’re on 
our way...

So you think that it 
might actually come 
from Troy?… Tom? 
Are you listening?

Look! The 
structure... It’s...

Looks like... It’s a BEAR!

It’s Nanuk*.

It’s a 
Trojan 

Bear!

Fascinating!
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*Kalaallisut language.

we couldn’t believe our eyes.. . meanwhile, Not far 
from where we stood something was going on.. .

Quimmeq. 
Qamutit, 

Maanna!*

As the legend goes, the Trojan 
Horse hid Greek soldiers inside. 
I suggest we open the Bear and 

see what it can tell us...

we understand 
Ilasiaq, but...

The angakkuq say that we must 
respect it so we can keep hunting 

healthy animals. open the bear 
might upset deity... inuit Council 

should take this decision.

Look over there! 
Something is not 

well, I can feel it...

This is weird! It ’s 
Nuiana, one of the 
environmentalists. 

She’s trying to tell 
us something.. .

Aarsuaq-una!
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It was a desperate measure, 
the structure must be 

weighting tons! but We were all 
determined to save the bear.

Aarsuaq-una!. . .
 Isbryder! 

Ornigasssaralui 
quimmupaa!

What the hell’s 
going on?!

What is 
she saying, 
Ilasiaq?

calm, take 
a breath.. .

Big icebreaker coming 
this way! You all have 

to go away, quick! Or ice 
will break under feet!

What?! An icebreaker? 
But the Trojan Bear... 

We cannot leave it! 
It’s too valuable...

Ahora nos toca 
tirar con fuerza, 

muchachos...

Yes! Right! Quick!!

Quik! we must 
drag it out of it’s 
way... Get hold of 

the ropes!
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The icebreaker was 
quickly closing in 
on us. We had no 

time to spare.. . 
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We must pull 
together with all 

our strength, 
understood?  
Ready? At the 

count of three... 

...One! ...Two!... 

will this work?

Uurrrg! C... C... Come on...

Mannaa!!

Three! PULL!!

we have to try.. . 
the jigsaw is still a 

few pieces short
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It’s here!
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We can’t stay here, 
it’s too dangerous! 

We must RUN!!

But...

Uh oh...

The 
ground 

trembled 
under my 

feet.. .
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Uuuooah!!

Got you! 
Quick, we must 
run to safety!

. . .AND opened up . . .

Ilasiaq saved my 
life that day.. .
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but we couldn’t save 
the trojan bear

To my horror, the wooden Bear 
plummeted into the icy water.. .

. . .The icebreaker was  
so near at that point.. .

oh no!!



- 33 -

And then...
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. . .Then there was silence.. .

The Trojan Bear was lost.
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My journey had come to 
an end. I was sad, But not 

because of the loss of the 
Trojan Bear.. . I had learnt 

to love and respect the 
cold, white land of the 
Arctic and its people... 

I will miss you 
Dr. Bearson... You 

are good man.

Thanks Ilasiaq. I’ll miss 
all you lot too.  You’ve 

made the Arctic part of me...  
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Fare well, 
friend.

Now I had a new challenge 
ahead of me. A responsability.

I would share my experience with the world 
and tell them about the Trojan Bear. I had 
a message to spread far and wide, one that 

concerned all life on Earth...
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Wish me luck.

This beautiful white world has to be saved 
as it ’s a basic pillar for ecosystems around 

the globe. The “wine is still in the glass” 
but we mustn’t let it “tip over” or we won’t 

be able to put it back in again. And that’s 
something mankind can still prevent from 
happening.. . My challenge will be to make 
myself heard. A noble cause and difficult 

task. I have a story. I have proof. How shall 
I tell it? What did the prophecy mean to 
tell us? Who created the Trojan Bear?.. . 
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WILL BURN LIKE TROY  BURNED. THE WATERS WILL RISE AND BOIL, THE CORPSES OF ITS CREATURES WILL 

THE FLAMES OF A NEW DAWN WILL BURN THE LAND,  WILL AWAKE THE RIVER OF RIVERSTHE SEA OF SEAS.                       

OUR KIND. MAY OUR KIND SPARE THE FATE OF OUR WORLD.

THE WINDS WILL BLOW WILD, THE CITIES WILL DROWN, AS WILL THE PLAINS AND THE FORESTS, AS WILL 

A BEAR, AS WHITE AND AS GREAT AS IT’S OLD LAND, STARVES ON A SANDY BEACH. IT HAS TAUGHT ME  
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WASH ASHORE. FIRST THE SMALL, THEN THE BIGGER, THEN THE REST. THE CURRENTS WILL CHANGE COURSE, 

A WHITE WORLD WILL CEASE TO EXIST. THE WORLD AS YOU, THE GRANDSONS OF OUR GRANDSONS KNOW IT, 

A PROPHECY. I CRY OUT TO THE WORLD FOR GRACIOUSNESS AND CARE. TROY HAS FALLEN. 

MAN AND CATTLE.. A DESPERATE CRY FOR A THREATENED LAND, MAY THE GODS SPARE THE FATE OF 



Professor Paul Friedrich Wassmann

Department of Arctic and Marine Biology
The Arctic University of Norway 

Nowhere is global change more severe than in the Arctic.   We need to 
know what happens in the future.  But the problem with our times is 
that the future is not what it used to be.  Among our investigations new 
mysteries may appear in the ice-covered Arctic Ocean and we have to 
be prepared for them.

The future has already begun. We will  loose much when ice melts, but 
we will  also win a great deal.   Scientists have not only to meet the 
brains of the educated, but also the hearts of all  contemporaries.  The 
Trojan Bear  is dedicated to you, the young generation that is charac-
terized by confidence in the future and a serenity of the mind.  Some-
thing cannot be changed. We need courage to change what we can. And 
we need wisdom to know the one from the other. 
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